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The SCHC Board of Directors meets the 
second Monday of every month. SCHC 

members and guests are welcome! 

President’s Comments: 
Proud to be a member of SCHC – that’s how we should all feel after the great 

success of the Southeastern Equestrian Trails Conference!  Your planning team did an 
unbelievable job of pulling together a myriad of details and making this year’s 
conference a memorable experience for both participants and the speakers and 
exhibitors.  If you missed it, enjoy looking at the pictures and reading the story (but they 
are only a small taste of the real thing!). 

More learning opportunities – if you are in the York, Chester, Lancaster, 
Union…..area please take advantage of the second Equine Management Workshop 
series.  Nowhere will you find more experts gathered to help you understand your horse 
and his/her care at a better price than at these workshops.  PLUS the series is being held 
at Mary Quarles’ new facility – so you can tour a state of the art equestrian breeding 
facility and learn from Mary how she went about designing and planning her new 
“dream barn”.  

The equine economic summit in Camden in January will help us understand how 
the horse industry impacts our SC economy and how we can all learn to tell that story a 
little better to our elected officials.  Make your plans to attend. 

If you know of any young people who might be interested in some extra money 
to help pay tuition, encourage them to apply for the SC Equine Industry Scholarships 
sponsored by SCHC and SC Farm Bureau.  The deadline for applications is September 
19, 2008.  So act  FAST! 

And EXPO 2009 is coming!  Volunteers and input are needed.  Enough said. 
Take care out there and go hug a horse! 
 
 Carol 
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Southeastern Equestrian Trails Conference 
SETC 2008 

 

Hosted by the South Carolina Horsemen’s Council 

 
In Partnership with        

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Recreational trails Program  

Charleston County Park & 
Recreation Commission 

 
USDA Forest Service  
Francis Marion & Sumter 
National Forests 

 
 
State of South Carolina, Dept of 
Parks, Recreation, and Tourism 
Recreational Trails Program 

 
South Carolina Forestry 
Commission 

 
South Carolina Department of 
Agriculture  
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SETC 2008 – Southeastern Equestrian Trails Conference 
 
The SETC has now come and gone. What 
a great experience it was for all who 
attended and those who worked to put it 
on. The Conference was hosted by the SC 
Horsemen’s Council and held at the 
Sheraton Hotel in North Charleston, SC 
July 31- Aug 2. It was a Huge Success! 
 
The Planning Team has been working on this event 
since March of 2007, and the planning paid off with 
the culmination of a very successful conference that 
many participants rated the best ever. 
 

We had participants from California, Idaho, Nebraska, 
Texas, Illinois, Kentucky, Pennsylvania, Maryland, 
Virginia, Tennessee, North Carolina, South Carolina, 
Alabama, Florida, Georgia, and Washington, DC. We 
had participants who were agency personnel that 
manage our public trails, private equestrian trails 
managers, experts on building and maintaining trails, 
experts on environmental considerations with equine 
trails usage, various other experts, and many trail users 
that are interested in preserving equestrian trails for the 
future. 
 
Our workers started arriving on Tuesday and 
Wednesday to get organized. We had 26 workers who 
coordinated all of the various conference and field trip 
activities. Special kudos to our Team Leader – Jim 
Edwards, Vice President of the SC Horsemen’s Council and 
his team, for all the months of planning, committee 
meetings, grant applications, communications, obtaining 
sponsors, securing speakers, hotel arrangements, and 
arranging the special activities that resulted in the 
conference being a tremendous success. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
               
            Great Job, Jim Edwards !!!! 
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On Wednesday night, a BBQ dinner for the workers and early arrivals was provided by the Low Country 
Saddle Club and Mullet Hall Equestrian Center. The quality and quantity of food was amazing and the 
hospitality was great. We extend our heartfelt thanks to our hosts and especially chief cook Ray Tanner. 
We had a great time meeting and talking with many of the Low Country equestrians. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Thursday, we had a tour of the USFS Francis Marion district for the hardcore trail experts who wanted 
to learn some new techniques about wetlands trails. They got to see some excellent demonstrations and 
heard from Forest Service personnel on how some trails issues were addressed.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This field trip was very educational for professional and novice trail builders. A great lunch of BBQ ribs 

and grilled hamburgers was prepared by the 
Charleston County Park and Recreational 
Commission’s Phil Macchia and Ray Tanner. 
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There was also a tour of Low Country equestrian 
facilities including the Charleston Area Therapeutic 
Riding Center that uses horses as part of it program 
to meet the physical, emotional, and psychological 
needs of its clients.  
 
This tour group 
was served lunch 
at Mullet Hall 
Equestrian 
Center by Wild 
Wings 
Restaurant. The 

riding trails and facilities were shown by the Manager of Mullet Hall, 
Wendy Jackson, who also coordinated the entire tour.  
After lunch, they received complimentary horse drawn carriage rides 
through historical Charleston and spent some time in the downtown 
shopping area.  
 
On Thursday evening, we had a nice relaxing welcome reception with a 
fajita buffet and cash bar so arriving participants could mingle and 
network with fellow trails enthusiasts.  
 
Our conference on Friday was packed with informative and 
entertaining speakers, including official welcomes by Carol Deacon, 
President of the SC Horsemen’s Council and Hugh Weathers, SC 
Commissioner of Agriculture. Our keynote speaker was Tom Seay of 

RFD TV - Best of America by 
Horseback, whose talk proved 
to be very thought provoking 
and entertaining.  
 
We had some truly remarkable 
speakers who shared their 
experiences and thoughts for 
the future of equestrian trails. 
We learned about creating 
partnerships between trail 
users and managers. We heard 
from representatives of the US 

National Park Service, Federal 
Highway Administration, US Forestry 
Service, SC State and County Parks, 
American Horse Council, and several 
private equestrian groups. We received 
information on Equine tourism, trailer 
safety, GPS operation and many other 
topics. We had a panel discussion with 
major agency representatives fielding a 
variety of questions. We had numerous 
Sponsors and vendors displaying 
information on their organizations who 
were also available to answer questions. 
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Friday evening, we all loaded up on chartered busses and rode 
out to the Charleston County Park and Recreational complex 
at Folly Beach. The CCPRC personnel provided a Frogmore 
Stew (or Low Country Boil) for us. This consisted of sausage, 
corn, potatoes, and shrimp all cooked together into a 
delightful display of the Coast’s finest cuisine. In addition 
there was shish kabob, numerous other items, and desserts to 
die for. This group really did it up right.  
 
The SC Forestry Commission provided vans and drivers to 
take people on tours of the beach. Many got out and walked 
on the beach. The weather put on a dazzling lightning display 
which encouraged a lot of us to stay under the shelter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Dr. Gene Wood of Clemson University was recognized for his work founding what 
has become the modern day SETC. SETC 2008 Chairman, Jim Edwards and 
committee member Butch Kennedy presented Dr. Wood with a framed picture of 
him on the Clemson Equine Trail. Planning Committee members & supporters were 
presented custom hoof picks that were hand made by Butch Kennedy. It was a great 
evening enjoyed by all thanks to our CCPRC hosts. 
 
On Saturday, we had a full day of exciting speakers, starting off with Ian Barlow of 
Idaho showing us remarkable feats of engineering around difficult trail issues using simple hand operated 
equipment and doing so with volunteers who were largely composed of youth. Ian was followed by several 
very informative speakers throughout the day. We ended up the day with Debbie Caffin who gave us a 
tremendous insight into the history and current workings of the US Forestry Service and how it impacts us 
as equestrian trail users. 
 
Lastly, Chairman Jim passed the SETC horseshoe to Helen 
Koehler, who told us about what to expect at SETC 2009 which 
will be held in Gainesville, Florida July 9-12, 2009. Helen has 
been working on it since Knoxville, so we are sure it will be an 
outstanding event for us to look forward to attending. Make your 
plans now to continue your participation in SETC - the premier 
trails conference in America. 
 
The SC Horsemen’s Council Board of Directors is very proud of 
the way the conference was executed, and the commitment so 
many of our members made to make it successful. Our committee 
members and conference workers worked many hours and spent a lot of their own money to plan and 
execute this event. We are thankful for everyone who contributed their time, talent and money. As much as 
we want to pat ourselves on the back, we must recognize that our success was due in large part to the 
tremendous contributions of our partners, sponsors, and numerous supporters. We cannot say thank you 
enough to our SC Agency personnel who served on the Planning Committee for 18 long months planning 
every detail of this event. Many of them came to the conference and worked hard all weekend. Many of 
them provided supporting services that were invaluable.  

�
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We are deeply indebted for the generous grants and support we received from Christopher Douwes and the 
Federal Highway Administration; Rhonda Pratt and the Dept of  SC Parks, Recreation, and Tourism;  Joe 
Robles, Alice Riddle and the US Forestry Service; Phil Macchia, Wendy Jackson and the Charleston 
County Park & Recreation Commission; Joel Felder and the SC Forestry Commission; Commissioner 
Hugh Weathers, Mary Ellen Tobias and the SC Department of Agriculture; the City of N. Charleston; and 
the numerous sponsors who stepped up to help us. Only through their support were we able to pull off the 
quality program that we did. This money helped to finance transportation, speaker expense, advertising, 
printing, meeting facilities & equipment, and the multitude of other costs required to conduct this 
conference. Many of these individuals contributed their personal time and talent to assure the success of 
this event. 
 
We greatly appreciate our speakers who gave of their time and talent to 
prepare their presentations and to share their knowledge with us. Many 
of them traveled a great distance and gave up other opportunities to be 
with us. While we are a bit biased, we believe we had the best speakers 
ever for this conference. They will be a tough act to top by anyone. 
 
The Hotel Management and Staff were extremely accommodating and 
completely engaged in all of our activities. They made a lot of difficult 
activities look easy through their organization, preparation, and good 
people working together with our committee. The meals were exceptionally good and received many 
glowing reports. 
 
Our largest thanks are reserved for the participants. Those people who paid money out of their pockets or 
their agency budgets to attend the conference are the reason for our success. You booked the hotel rooms, 
paid the registration fees, and attended the events that were planned for you. We had a great group of 
participants who were engaged in the program, did a lot of networking, made a point to thank us for our 
efforts, and hopefully left with some new insights and a fresh commitment to work to preserve the 
equestrian trails we so enjoy riding. 
 
Hosting the 2008 SETC was a great experience for the members of the South Carolina Horsemen’s 
Council. We are proud that it was a highly successful event. While we are in no hurry to host another one, 
we hope that the experience by all involved will make everyone look forward to returning to our state when 
it is our turn to again host this event. As for now, on to Florida in 2009………………. 
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Premier Sponsors 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 

Gold Sponsors 
                         

 
           

 
 
                             

                                    
 

Silver Sponsors 
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Additional SETC 2008 Supporters  
 

Financial Supporters
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USC Equestrian Team Recognition Celebration 
The SC Department of 
Agriculture, the SC Peach 
Council, and the SC 
Watermelon Board and 
Association,  hosted a USC 
Equestrian Team Recognition 
Celebration at 3 p.m. on 
Wednesday, August 20, 2008 at 
One Wood Farm, 1201 Syrup 
Mill Rd., Blythewood, SC.  
  
Commissioner Weathers, the 
Department of Agriculture, and 
the members of the agriculture 
family recognized the team for 
their outstanding academic and 
athletic accomplishments with a 

commemorative plaque, sliced Certified SC Grown watermelon, peaches, and peach ice cream. In addition, 
the team showcased their equestrian expertise and their beautiful horses to those attending.  
  
The USC equestrian team, coached by Boo Duncan, is one of the elite programs in the nation on and off the 
field with two overall national championships since 2005 and 18 members on the SEC Spring Academic 
Honor Roll.  
  

Upcoming Equine Management Seminars for New and Experienced Horse Owners  

Five-week evening seminar series begins September 23rd at Ketchen Place Farm in Rock Hill 

 

 

A series of management workshops for horse owners has been organized by a partnership interested in educating 
equine enthusiasts about the proper care and management of horses. The workshops will take place at Ketchen 
Place Farm in Rock Hill beginning on Tuesday September 23rd, and will continue to meet weekly on Thursday 
evenings at 6:30 p.m. through October 21st. The Equine Management Workshops are sponsored by the East 
Piedmont Resource Conservation & Development (RC&D) Council, Clemson Extension Service, The SC 
Department of Agriculture, SC Horsemen’s Council and the York Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD).  
 
Early bird registration is due by September 19th and the cost of the five-week session is $50 ($70 after the 19th). 
Registrants can also pay for individual seminars, or a walk-in option, at a cost of $15 per session.  
 
The workshops will educate horse owners on a broad range of topics including protecting horses during natural 
disasters, insurance and liability, transporting horses, proper care and feeding (including vaccinations), hoof care 
information from a certified farrier, and technical advice from USDA professionals on pasture management. A 
similar program was held in Columbia earlier this year and was well attended. 
 
Registrants will receive notebooks containing speaker presentations. Space is limited.  
Visit www.sc.nrcs.usda.gov/east_piedmont_rcd.html to download, complete, and mail in your registration form 
and check ($50 per participant made payable to East Piedmont RC&D) and mail to Newberry SWCD (attention 
Annette Davis), 719 Kendall Road, Newberry, SC, 29108. Registrations must be received by September 19th for 
the $50 rate. For more information contact Reginald Hall at (803) 276-1978, extension 1026 or email 
reginald.hall@sc.usda.gov.  
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SC State Fair Equine Scholarships 
 
The 2008 SC State Fair is coming up soon (Oct 8-19). Last year was the inaugural event for two 
scholarship awards sponsored by SC Farm Bureau for $1000 and SC Horsemen’s Council for 
$500. The SC Horsemen’s Council will be increasing its scholarship to $1000 this year to a 
deserving student. 

This event is open to SC residents in grades 10, 11 and 12 or who are enrolled in a 
college 4 year program or a recognized technical college program. In addition to participating in 
the State Fair Horseshow, candidates submit a resume and must be interviewed by 3 equine 
industry professionals. If this is not enough, candidates must also take a written knowledge 
assessment consisting of 50 questions covering various aspects of equine husbandry and the 
equine industry and showcase their skills in showmanship and horsemanship.  

Morgan Conrad from Rock Hill won the $1000 SC Farm Bureau first place scholarship 
and Kaitlyn Puryear of Leesville won the $500 SCHC second place scholarship in the 2007 event. 

SC Horsemen’s Council and the SC Farm Bureau look forward to watching this event 
grow in the coming years. 

 
 

27th Annual Jack Monroe Beach Ride Nov 12-16, 2008 

This year’s event takes place at Lakewood Camping Resort.  If you ever dreamed of riding your 
horse on the beach and camping in a premier oceanfront campground (with your horse), then call 
us and register for this event today! Not only will you have a GREAT time, but also you will feel 
good because the money raised at this event supports the American Heart Association.  Last 
year we had over 1300 horses and riders participate and this year we are expecting to fill the 
campground again. You do not want to miss out on this special anniversary year event.      

There is a registration fee of $150.00 to participate in the ride, $100.00 for youths age 16 and 
under until October 20, 2008. Starting October 21st registration fees increase to $200.00 for all 
riders. Group rates are available for groups of 15 riders or more.  We encourage you to collect 
donations to cover the cost of your fee, and we have wonderful fundraising incentives. 

  http://www.horsebackbeachride.kintera.org/faf/home/default.asp?ievent=265750  

Courtney Ellicott Duncan, Director of Communications and Marketing, (843) 853-1597 Office 

 
Equine Economic Summit January 16-18 2009 
South East Equine Seminar at Camden, SC 
Kershaw County Health Resource Center 
��������	
�����	����������
����
�����
(803) 432-6513 ext.14 
 
Registration from 8:00am-10:00am on Friday, Jan 16, 2009.  The Keynote Speaker will be Dan Rosenberg,  
Former CEO and now a  Director of Three Chimneys Farm, Lexington KY, and international specialist in 
equine business. Afternoon seminar sessions (1:00-4:00pm) will cover Equestrian Land Developments, 
Equine Facility Development, and Access and Open Space. There will be a 6:00 Reception at The National 
Steeplechase Museum. 
Saturday sessions will begin at 9:00am and cover THE COMPETITIVE HORSE: Physiology of 
Competitors -Different Disciplines, Common Needs, and interactive Q&A with panelists. There will be a 
self guided barn tour and demonstrations with box lunch. An optional dinner by the SCTOBA SCTRF will 
be held at 7:00pm.  
Sunday will start at 9:00 AM with Breakfast at the Gallops and the Springdale Race Course. 
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2008 SC Horsemen’s Council Expo and Annual Meeting    
February 7, 2009 (Saturday 10:00am – 5:00pm) 
 
Mark your calendars now for this very important annual meeting and equine expo. It will be held at the 
Circle M Ranch enclosed and heated arena in Pelzer, SC. Many exciting activities, seminars, and 
demonstrations are being planned. The 2009 event will highlight our youth who are involved with equine 
activities. If you have a youth group or individual with a specialty act, please contact us for possible 
inclusion in the program. We will also conduct our annual business meeting and elections, so let us know if 
you would like to participate as an officer, director, or volunteer for a committee. We need new leaders to 
replace those whose terms are ending. We need a constant influx of new talent. The SC Horsemen’s 
Council has made great strides in the past year. We have a strong dedicated Board of Directors who are 
working hard for the equine industry in SC. In order to continue to progress and meet the needs of SC 
horsemen, we need everyone who is willing to give a little of their time and talent to join us. Bring your 
ideas to the Board. We are confident that we can find a place to use your energy and talents. 
 
If you need information on the Expo or have suggestions, please call Kaye Watkins – Expo Chairman @ 
843-339-2903 or email schorsecouncil1@aol.com. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Bank of Walterboro 
 

Main Office: 
1100 N. Jeffries Blvd 
Walterboro, SC 29488 

 
843-549-2265 

 
Branches in Ravenel,  

Ridgeland, and Walterboro 

 

Aiken Saddlery & Supply, 
Inc. 

 

1044 E. Pine Log Road 
Aiken, SC 29803 

803-649-6583 
 

aikensaddlery@aol.com 
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We’ve been in business for 27 years – 
Providing our Customers with unsurpassed 
Quality*Service*Comfort*Safety 
 

  

   

11021 Garners Ferry Road 
Eastover, SC 29044 

Phone: 803-353-8826 
Fax: 803-353-3555 

Toll Free: 1-800-494-5414 
 

��������	�
	����	�
��	
��������
  
 

Distributor for:  
Gore - Delta - Bee 
Horse & Stock Trailers 
E-Z-GO – PEAQUEA 

Off Road & Utility Vehicles 
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Kicking Horse Products 
51 Industrial Road 

Bamberg, SC 29003 
(803) 245-0056 

Fax: (803) 245-0058 
Toll free: (877) 882-3545 
http://kickinghorsellc.com 

 
 Premium Wood Shavings  

 

PCO Supply 
 

1810 Frink Street  
Cayce, SC 29033 -2112 
Phone: 803-796-2315 

 
neil@carolinapco.com  

 
South Carolina 

Equestrian Ministries 
 

 

President: Larry Johnson   //  803-469-9201 
Vice President:  Johnny Stokes //  803-425-5736 
Secretary/Treasurer:  Claye Clyatt  //  803-648-1696 
Publicity Director:  Roxie Williamson // 803-957-4829 
Newsletter Editor:  Lori Smith //  803-428-6823 
 

www.scequestrianministries.com 
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Monetta Farrier Services 

 
P.O. Box 116, 3232 Hwy. 23 

Monetta, SC 29105 
 

Phone: (803) 685-5101 
Fax: (803) 685-5654 

Toll Free: (800) 654-5101 
 

E-mail: �����
����

���		��	����  
 

Website: ��������

���		��	����  
 

Full Range of Farrier Supplies 
 

Horse Feet are our Fetish 

 

 
 

 

 
 

South Carolina Farm Bureau 
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All About Agriculture 
 

 SOUTH CAROLINA 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�����
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Join the SC Horsemen’s Council Today  
 
If you have not renewed your membership or know someone who might like to join us, please fill out the 
membership application below and send it in. We can only communicate with equine people if we know 
who you are. The more members we have, the more networking we can do and the more we can do 
together for the equine industry in South Carolina.  

 

 

Lakeview Plantation 
 

875 Cedar Knoll Rd  
Fairfax, SC  

803-584-0689 
 

Hayward & Dona Simmons 
 

lakeviewplantation@barnwellsc.com 
 

 

 South Carolina Horsemen’s Council 
Membership Application 

3090 Cedarvale Road 
Rock Hill, SC 29732 

803-327-2887 
 
Date:____________________ 
 
Name:___________________________________ Company/Farm: ________________________________ 
 
Address:_________________________________ City: _________________________________________ 
 
State:______________ Zip: _________________County:________________________________________ 
 
Phone:__________________________________ Business phone: _________________________________ 
 
Fax:____________________________________ E-mail: ________________________________________ 
  
_____ Yes, please add our link to SCHC web page $25—address to add ______________________________________________ 
 
_____Caps $14  ______SS Shirt $14 (S,M,L,XL) ______LS Shirt $16 (S,M,L,XL) ____Front Plate Tag $2  _____Liability Sign $12 
 
Breed or Discipline of interest ____________________________Equine Activities__________________________________________ 
Are you interested in becoming a volunteer? _____ Yes _____ No   If so, what area._________________________________________ 
If you belong to other horse organizations, please give the name of the organization and current contact information for an officer. 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Other information or interests: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Please make checks payable to SC Horsemen’s Council                                                          Use back if needed to respond to questions 

 

Membership Classifications 
(check one) 

__ Individual $20 (1 vote) 
__ Family $30 (2 votes) 
__ Farm $35 (3 votes) 
__ Youth $10 (no vote) 
__ Commercial $55 (1 vote) 
__ Association $35 (3 votes) 
      No. Assn. Members ___ 
 

Email:  ����	���������&
�������   
Website: ��������	�����������	%  

 

 

 


